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A NOTE FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR 

Over thirty years ago I first became involved with Big Brothers in 
Toronto in a traditional match. I was a recent university 
graduate, single, who was looking to do something in the 
community where I lived. What was unexpected then and is still 
true today is what started out as something philanthropic on my 
part quickly became very rewarding on a personal basis. I 
discovered that investing a few hours a week gave back huge 
rewards in terms of my own self esteem and not forgetting how 
to have fun. 

Volunteers are the very core of Big Brothers Big Sisters and if it 
was not for these individuals who offer their time, energy, and 
skills as freely as they do, we at BBBS Orillia & District would 
not exist.  

Over the years in response to our changing society the types 
and opportunities to volunteer have evolved. Originally the 
traditional one on one match requiring a weekly commitment of 
a few hours was and still is the cornerstone of the organization. 
Then came “In school mentoring”, “Big Bunch”, and Go Girls, 
these programs are more defined in terms of length of 
commitment and hours required. They provide an opportunity 
for individuals interested in volunteering, but unable to commit 
to the traditional match. 

Even the traditional match has evolved in that we have Couples 
for Kids and cross gender matches.  

So while nothing stays the same, one thing is the same , we 
have a number of young people in our community who are 
waiting to have a mentor in their lives, that could be you and 
you will find out what I learnt 30 years ago; the reward is great; 
the effort - less then you think.  

�����	��1�2����������3�4����  
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I am a Big Brother.  My match, age 
7, and I went skiing.  We must have 
gone down the hills about 10 times 
in the afternoon. It makes me happy 

to see a kid learn & have a good 
time. This is why I like to be a Big 
Brother.  To see a kid happy & for 
him to tell me he had a good time, 

that’s what makes my day. 
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